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LAUNCH OF ‘WATTLES OF BALLARAT’ 


Over 60 members and guests witnessed Ern Perkins launch the book ‘Wattles of Ballarat’ at 
the general meeting on Friday 3" July. We were very pleased to welcome quite a number 
of Pat and Bill’s family members, from Pat’s brother and sister, children, grandchildren and 
in-laws so that the age range was from seniors to a nine year old. 
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Bill Murphy with Pat’s sister, Mary, and brother, Ern. 


In launching the book Ern mentioned that a while ago there was potential for a name 
change for acacias considering the first described acacia was in South Africa but fortunately 
this did not happen. He described the nature of acacias with their typical yellow flowers 
and ‘leaves’ that are in fact flattened stems referred to as phyllodes. Ern described the scope 
of the book, covering wattles occurring naturally in the bush within 40 km of Ballarat and 
mentioned that it could be used in a number of ways. The pictures could be used to com- 
pare with specimens, descriptions of habitat and nature referred to or the key to species 
used and he hoped that many people would find it useful. 


Ern was an ideal person to launch the book being the 2009 Australian Natural History 
medallion recipient and brother of Pat Murphy who with her husband Bill initiated the 
book. He mentioned that Pat’s and his interest in natural history went back to childhood 
when they listened to Crosby Morrison and were inspired to take an interest in the natural 
environment around them. 


Long time members of the club, Pat and Bill Murphy commenced work on the book some 
time ago and had identified local wattles and commenced photography for a publication. 
Following Pat’s death in 2007 the completion of the book was taken up by a subcommittee 
of the club led by John Gregurke and comprising Bill Murphy, Carol Hall, Helen Burgess, 
Greg Binns and Claire and Peter Dalman. 


Following the launch opportunity was provided so that those present could purchase the 
books, then Tony Wilson spoke to the group comparing the natural environment in differ- 
ent parts of Australia and illustrating his talk with his excellent landscape, animal and bird 
photographs. His talk was followed by supper which took on a yellow and green theme to 
complement the launch. 

Peter Dalman 


CLUB CAMP TO APOLLO BAY 


The 2009 club camp to Apollo Bay between Monday 13 and Friday 17 July 2009 was at- 
tended by 12 members. The camp was held at Heath’s Folly at 11 Nelson Place, owned by 
the Christian Brothers. The information at the place said the construction of the building 
was commenced about 1870 by Colonel Heath who had purchased about half the town 
blocks when they were released. However it was sold when half completed to the Sisters 
of Mercy when the Colonel’s fiancee changed her mind in favour of another suitor. It was 
certainly well located, with an uninterrupted view over the golf course to the bay and 
wharves. The building retained a lot of original character and was an interesting and suita- 
ble venue for the number of participants. The change of venue was necessary as our book- 
ing at Star of the Sea was cancelled since it was to be renovated. 


Tuesday was spent locally around Apollo Bay. The first stop was to view a water fall at 
6120 Great Ocean Road which the Information Centre advised was called Urquharts Falls. 
These falls, which were easily viewed from the road, were impressive with the night’s 
rainfall cascading off the escarpment. 


The black shapes seen in the water while travelling turned out to be southern right whales 
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Carol Hall 


Southern Right Whale — fit ae Phot 


so metres off shore created considerable 


interest and changed the already flexible arrangements for the day. After a good time 
viewing from the foreshore a trip up to Marriners lookout provided an aerial view of the 
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dark shapes confirming there were three adults. By the afternoon the whales had pro- 
eressed to near the wharves so we walked there on the successful chance they would come 
close and provide further good viewing. We were obviously very fortunate as it was not 
just the tourists showing interest. Many locals were enthusiastically looking forward to 
lunch breaks so they could join the curious throng and a large group of local students 
joined us on the wharves. Although the whales took most of the day, 28 bird species were 
observed including black faced cormorant, grey shrike thrush, female satin bower bird and 
a king parrot. A trip was also taken to Marengo to view more than 30 Australian fur seals 
on the offshore rocks. The scrub behind the viewing area which was habitat for bush birds 
had been cleared leaving a muddy expanse which by Friday had been planed with grasses. 
It will be interesting to observe how this regenerates. We also travelled up Panorama Ave- 
nue then a walk to the beacon provided viewing of some coastal plants including flowering 
coast beard heath and tea tree. A most rewarding day all in brilliant sunshine. 


Wednesday 


Ten people ventured north for a day visiting waterfalls along the Aire River in the Otways. 
We travelled inland from Skenes Creek and then along Turtons Track towards Beech For- 
est. Turtons Track was upgraded a few years ago and has been sealed, sections have con- 
crete edges, but the beauty of the winding alignment and the fringing wet forest vegetation 
has been maintained. 


Our first stop was at Beauchamp Falls. We walked down to the falls; the lower end of the 
track has been improved with board walks, wooden and steel steps with long lengths of 
tubular hand rail — we needed to look carefully to find where sections had been welded. It 
was necessary to scramble over sev- 
eral large trees which had been 
blown over by recent storms. Crash- 
ing down they often brought down 
understorey plants and created a 
break in the canopy which will soon 
be filled as new plants grow to the 
light. In the cool temperate rainfor- 
est the Myrtle Beech Nothofagus 
cunninghamii were magnificent 
with trunks covered with bumpy 
erowth, mosses, lichens and ferns. 
The falls had a good stream of water 
cascading down following the recent 
good rains. Fertile fronds, with nar- 
row leaf sections, were developing 
on some of the hard water ferns. 
Few birds were seen but included Photo: Peter Dalma 
Brown Thornbill, ©White-browed 

Scrubwren and  White-throated 

Treecreeper. Forest Raven were heard. 
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After lunch we drove on to Hopetoun Falls. A series of steps led to the falls. Hopetoun 
Falls are lower down the Aire River so a greater volume of water tumbled down. Les found 
a caterpillar fungus along the river. These form in insect larva which feed on roots of 
blackwood. Some holes were visible where fungi had been dug out. 


We said goodbye to Val and Margaret who were returning to Ballarat. As the remaining 
people headed south we stopped at the 70 year old Coast Redwood plantation. These trees 
erow tall with near vertical sides. 


Hopetoun Falls and the Earth Star Fungi found there. 
Photos: Val Hocking 


As we returned to the Great Ocean Road via Binns Track we found the Slender Tree Fern 
which members had seen several years ago. This was located 4.2 km from the intersection 
with the Great Ocean Road at 38° 42.867’S 143° 34.626’E on one GPS. The excursion 
concluded with a walk around the rainforest at Mait’s Rest. Bushman’s Bootlace Pimelea 
axiflora and Mountain Correa Correa lawrenciana were found in flower. 


Thursday 


Thursday started quietly with members variously walking to Point Bunbury where 3 or 4 
hooded plovers and a double banded plover could be seen on the rock shelf. Others, seeing 
Bul needing to put up an umbrella to ward off the rain decided another cup of coffee was in 
order and waited a bit longer to depart. Today was when Genny, Greg and Les were to 
depart so there was plenty of activity at Heaths Folly. In due time it was off to the Marengo 
Flora Reserve just up the hill on the way out of town. The three whales that entertained us 
on Monday were now in the bay between Pt Bunbury and Marengo and word had obviously 
got out as the road was lined with watchers. The Flora Reserve returned the only orchid for 
the camp with tall greenhoods being observed. Golden whistlers, grey currawongs, kooka- 
burras and a grey thrush were also seen as was a photographic fungi on a log which Les 
advised was Mycena subgalericulata. The convenience of the accommodation was utilized 
for lunch. By now the numbers present had reduced to seven and most took advantage of 
the sun streaming through the lounge window and took in the view. John and Elaine ven- 
tured out again down to Paradise and saw bower birds and the bassian thrush which were 
there as usual but they could not walk far along the track to Marriners Falls as the creek 
was well up. 


Friday was pack up day and those remaining departed for home noticing that the whales 
had returned from Marengo and could be viewed off shore from Apollo Bay. Although 
there was a good amount of rain whilst we were there most had fallen at night so we were 
certainly lucky with the weather as well as the whale sightings. 


Peter Dalman and John Gregurke 


EXCURSION: SIGNIFICANT TREES OF BALLARAT 
LEADER - DR FRAN HANRAHAN 


This excursion , on Sunday 5'" July 2009 was planned to see if we may use it as one of our 
SEANA excursions for March next year. We have done two such trips several years ago 
and they are of great interest. Some years ago a list was made by the then current mayor of 
trees which Ballarat residents considered worthy of inclusion on a significant list. There 
are too many to see in a single day and some are a little further out of town. Fran Hanra- 
han, aided by Bill Murphy planned this day for us and Fran supplied us with sheets listing 
the location and description of trees. The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) recognises 
these trees. 


Our day began at 9 Gnarr Street, Wendouree outside a private home. The tree of interest 
here 1s a Golden oak, rare in Australia. I plan to visit in a couple of different seasons to see 
the foliage and autumn colours. Aquinas College in Mair Street has several interesting 
trees but the two of significance are variegated elm and English oak, 130 years old and still 
with green leaves in early July. Next was a weeping elm in the front yard of a private 
home at the corner of Clarendon Street and 108 Neil Street. This is currently leafless but 
against the sky the true shape of the tree could be enjoyed and it is almost sculptural. From 
there the cork oak in the Ligar Street median strip was visited. This is about 126 years old. 
It reminded me of the National Trust classified stand of cork oaks at Mt Beckworth — well 
worth a separate visit. The eastern cricket oval was our next stop to view the W.C.Grace 
Dutch elm planted in 1874 near the magnificent grandstand. We also admired some intri- 
cate brickwork here. Our next location was Scott Parade. This was the main road to Balla- 
rat in early days and as such was planted with many trees of interest then and still worth 
viewing. Our significant tree is opposite 119 and is a Corsican pine about 146 years old, 
believed to have been planted with seed supplied by Von Mueller. It is a beautiful shape, 
131 metres high and with a 20 metre spread. 


Morning tea at the Eureka gardens was next so that we could view a 125 year old blue atlas 
cedar. It also allowed us to see the ripped Eureka sail recently torn in a storm and now 
flapping expensively. Several other trees nearby held our interest here, either for intri- 
suing shapes, beautiful bark or their beauty. Some have name plaques. Winter means 
trees are devoid of foliage but their shapes are revealed. The synagogue was our next des- 
tination to admire the beautifully regular Canary Island pine planted by Jacob Bernstein in 
1867. Its beauty 1s marred by an ugly pole making a photo frustrating. Pat Murphy ad- 
mired this tree and I frequently do when stopped at the traffic lights nearby. We also noted 
the kangaroo grass, Themeda triandra is still growing in the grounds. The synagogue is 
not frequently used so gardening has not removed this rare city patch. 


Close by in Barkly Street is the old East botanic gardens where we viewed a blue atlas 
cedar and a Spanish fir. We skipped a visit to the ‘big tree’, the Tasmanian Blue gum be- 
hind the Mair Street kindergarten and headed to Victoria Park entering from Eyre Street. 
We noted one of ‘our’ banded swans and read the sign about mining and the arbour day 
planting. The arbour day was held on May 23™ 1890. It must have been an amazing sight 
to see many people plant over a thousand trees in pre allocated holes upon the sound of a 
bugle. We then located our significant trees. About half way along Cedar Avenue on the 
east side we found several Fastigiated English oaks. These are rare in Australia — only 
between 10 and 50 are known. They are about 90 years old and their branches are rather 
upright unlike the more usual spreading oak branches. White pines were next and a little 
tricky to find. Park near the stone rotunda and walk south a little. There are three and the 
centre one has 9 nailed to it — the cricket ground nearby. The ground beneath them was 
littered with small bluish fruits/seeds. Still in Victoria Park near the toilets opposite Loreto 
College are Beach or shore pines. Why have I not noticed these as I have driven along 


Sturt Street countless times? 


Lunch was enjoyed in the North Gardens and we were pleased to have Margaret and Rob 
Martin join us for the afternoon in the Botanic Gardens. By now showers threatened but 
the gardens have many significant trees so we began behind Adam Lindsay Gordon’s cot- 
tage at the English oak with a plaque proclaiming it to be the Druids tree. Close by is a 
Puriri (in the corner). This is an interesting tree with some flowers reminding us of corre- 
as. It is of New Zealand origin and not many are known in Australia. An Exeter elm near 
the seat by Gordon’s cottage was next and then a swamp or bald cypress. This is near the 
statue pavilion and is striking because beneath the tree is a carpet of orange needles. At 
times the tree looks ‘rusty’, or as if it is ailing. A coast redwood is opposite the café, then 
near the Robert Clark Centre is a weeping European ash. The Prime Ministers avenue was 
next to admire the Turkey oak — the largest known in Victoria, about 130 years old. This is 
just behind the glass house. From here we worked our way past a horizontal elm near the 
wishing well, a Western yellow pine and an avenue of Sierra redwoods with a Sitka spruce 
REGIS, them. We found an mtceetale fungus next which was furry. Speculation was that 

the ‘fur’ was mould growing on a fungus but it 
, did look naturally fuzzy. Les, our fungi man 
ie was absent and has yet to be shown photos. 


We walked to the 130 year old Bunya Bunya 
pine and the 150 year old Tasmanian blue gum 
—aremnant of a windbreak row. A neat hole 
+ has been observed on prior visits to provide a 
safe nesting site for wood ducks. This was our 
= last significant tree visited this day but many 
re | - others remain to be visited or revisited. A beau- 

Ae ‘if blossom tree was briefly admired before 


bearaurat Martin, agony Binns ‘aint Rob 
Martin observing furry fungus (right). 


Fran was thanked for a well-planned day 
and we made a hasty return to our cars 
before the rain fell in earnest. This was an 
unusual day for us as most of our ob- 
served trees were not Australian natives 
but I believe we owe thanks to our early 

settlers for their foresight in planting these 
beautiful trees and I hope generations to 


come continue to maintain this part of our 
heritage. Photos-Peter Dalman 


Claire Dalman 


TONY WILSON - SPEAKER AT JULY MEETING 


Following the launch of the Wattles of Ballarat book Tony Wilson spoke to the meeting. 
Tony took the theme of ‘pairs’ to compare the natural environment, and in particular birds 
of areas of Australia. He used his landscape, vegetation and inspiring bird photographs to 
highlight and exemplify the points he was making. NASA satellite photos were used to 
show the areas being discussed. His initial comparison was of the Wandoo and jarrah coun- 
try of Western Australia with the box ironbark of Victoria and he followed this by pairing 
the Mallee and South Australian mid north area around Burra. 


In respect to the first comparison Tony observed that whilst the annual rainfall was about the 
same, in Western Australia it was mostly in winter whereas Victoria’s was more uniform 
and it was also noted that Victoria is the most cleared state. It was of particular note that 
much of the original box ironbark was gone as this country was suitable for agriculture and 
Tony observed that the 1080 like substances in ‘egg and bacon’ gastrolobium plants had 
favoured native animals in Western Australia as they were adapted to the poison whilst the 
plants were toxic to introduced species. Tony showed photos of species that were common 
to both areas such as grey butcher bird, mistletoe birds, grey fantails and others that differed 
such as the red browed firetail in Victoria and the red eared firetail in the west. He also ob- 
served there were three species of yellow tailed black cockatoos in WA whereas none could 
be found in the box ironbark although he suspects there used to be red tailed blacks before 
the clearing of the best parts of the forest. There were also excellent photos of numbats 
found in Western Australia which Tony explained had taken 10 days of commitment to 
capture. Tony pointed out that although it is usually thought that the Nullabor is the barrier 
that keeps species in the east and west separate, in many cases the range of a species finishes 
at Pt Augusta/Flinders Ranges, for example Rufous treecreeper and Brown treecreeper. 


The next comparison enabled Tony to point out features of an often overlooked area of 
South Australia, specifically the mid north around Burra. Typical landscape images here 
have hills with native grasses and fallen stone houses. There is no permanent water so pipes 
run from Mannum to Whyalla with the first being put in during the second world war and 
the second in the 1960s. A number of species of birds common to both areas were shown 
including yellow plumed honeyeaters, sittellas, cuckoo shrikes, grey currawongs, and chest- 
nut rumped thornbills. Regent parrots, pied butcher birds and long billed corellas were 
among those shown that were more common in the Mallee of Victoria whereas redthroats 
and apostlebirds were more common in SA. 


The patience and perseverance required to capture some photographs was explained and 
some close up images enabled the beauty of details often missed to be seen. Again Tony 
provided an interesting narrative to accompany his photographs. Thank you Tony. 


Peter Dalman 


Wildflower Bus Tours - Brisbane Ranges National Park 
Sunday 11th October, in Anakie from 10.00am 
The 2 hr tour will take you through the Steiglitz Historic Park as well as observing 
some of the 613 plants found in the park. 


A fee of $5, for the bus tour, is payable on the day. 
There are also some workshops available on the day 
Organised by the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges 


CALENDAR 2009 


AUGUST 
Fri 7 Club Meeting - Origin of Botanical Names - DVD - 
Peter and Claire Dalman 
Sun 9 Excursion - Rivers of Gold - Peter and Claire Dalman 
Thur 13 Mid Week Excursion - Quadrant Survey in Linton Trust for 
Nature Block 
Tues 23 Committee Meeting at 1 John St, Wendouree 
SEPTEMBER 
Fri 4 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
Groundwater-Surface Water Interactions - 
Peter Dahlhaus, Senior Lecturer, University of Ballarat; Specialist 
in Environmental Geology and Hyrogeology 
Sat 5 Excursion - Charlesford Mine, Basalt - Carol Hall 
OCTOBER 
2-4 SEANA Campout at Dunkeld hosted by Hamilton FNC 
Sun 11 Wildflower bus tour at Anakie http://home.vicnet.net.au 
Committee 
President............ccccceecee sees Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President.................. Mr Greg Binns 
SCCICCANY. vise dcavadseeecssanndoares Mr John Gregurke 
TPEBSUTCE <5.5 octet ac ans eee: Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess................5. Mrs Claire Dalman .................0.. 
Mrs Carol Hall ow... Mrs Val Hocking... 
Mr John Morrish ..................000. Dr Frances Hanrahan................. 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:-John Gregurke, Editor: Nina Netherway 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 254 
F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 


